Parent Meeting Notes – Troop 537 – Holy Name
December 10, 2007   

Blast E-mail troop537@yahoogroups.com
Troop Web Site http://www.bsatroop537.org/
Northern Star (Council) http://www.northernstarbsa.org/

1. Dues – Dues for the 2008 scout year will be $50.00. Payment is due by Dec 15th. Dues may be taken from escrow.  Treasurer Schuh has escrow balances – simply email him if you would like the balance taken from Escrow (Schuhstrings@comcast.net).  Please take care of this matter as soon as possible – this action is needed to complete a timely re-charter of the troop.
2. Boy and parent leaders of service events – Remember to send recaps of participants to the Advancement Chair for tracking purposes. 
3. Calendar
a. Holiday Party December 17.  Fundraiser for Simpson Shelter and Lucy’s Library.  The troop will make sandwiches.  Please bring travel sized toiletries and new or gently used books to the party. Teen books & chapter books for early readers are needed.  Contact Nancy Remde if questions.
b. Winter Camporee – January 18 -20, 2009
c. Woodbadge – Information breakfast – January 26 – St. Andrews Lutheran Church – Paul DeJute, the contact, and has offered to drive.
d. Parent Meeting – January 21 – 7pm -  Holy Name

e. Marth McBride Singers – January 26.
f. World’s Toughest Rodeo – Feb 1&2 Excel Center

g. Youth Leader Training – April 12, Maple Grove Senior High

h. Rafting – May 31st.

4. Merit Badge Counselors) – You must be registered with the Council.  Bill Richmond will send a blast email with the form. 
5. Merit Badge Update - - Currently 20 badges are underway or set to be offered by the end of our year in May.  If there are subjects of interest to the boys or a specialty a parent wants to offer, contact Paul DeJute or Bill Richmond.
6. High Adventure Update - Tim McGuire presented the High Adventure proposals. The following proposals are in.  Please alert Tim if you want to be an adult or scout participant.  We need adult participants!!!!!
a. Crane Lake/Boundary Waters – Off Echo Trail – After June 13 (Hiking, Canoeing, Biking, Camping by Tent or Lodge – 6-10 days, parents can sign up for ½)

b. Sea Base – Spring 2009 – Wayzata Spring Break (Openings, Bahamas Adventure (10 min), Coral Reef Sailing (6), Keys Adventure (6), Out Island Adventure (6)

c. Bayfield/Ashland, Wisconsin - Camping, Canoeing (TBD date) – Scout family property offered.

d. Zion/Buckskin Gulch, Utah – Water walking and Slot Canyons – Mid to Late August, 2008, 10 days (6 scouts/2 Adults Min) Tenting & Backpacking.

e. Boundary waters 2008 – BWCAW lottery required by Dec. 1st thru Jan 15 on-line  $8/youth $16 adult.

f. Philmont 2009 – Troop is wait listed for July 2009 (11 days). Other options under consideration.
7. SCOUTMASTER OPENING -  Bill Hittler’s interim term as scoutmaster will end on 12/31.  A special thanks to Bill for stepping in. The parents and scouts really appreciate all he has done for Troop 537 and will continue to do for the Council.

Bill’s departure creates a wonderful opportunity for another parent to step forward to take the helm.  Look inside, search yourself and ask – what is holding you back from one of the most rewarding leadership experiences.  If you feel the calling – pick up the phone or email Bill Richmond. He would love to talk to you. You can also talk to Bill at the Holiday Party. 
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