Sept. 25 Parent’s Meeting Notes and Other updates:

HNOJ Church
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 Boy Scout Troop 537

7:00 p.m., Sept.  25, 2006
http://www.bsatroop537.org 
http://www.northernstarbsa.org
1. Took attendance
2. New Business

a. Training.

· Youth Protection class On line class http://www.northernstarbsa.org on the right, click on Training, Click on “on line” and register for the website, take the class. 
Required for all adult volunteers to turn in a copy of your training certificate along with a “background check” form  to Bill Richmond. 
· University of Scouting    $19 (includes lunch) Highly recommended for parents involvement in scouting. Handouts given out at meeting or available on council website.
            Sat. Oct. 28    9am-4pm
            Park Center High School
            7300 Brooklyn Blvd. in Brooklyn Park

b. Transitioning new positions – See Volunteer Grid to reacquaint yourself with current assignments. Grid attached to e-mail.
c. Discuss Troop focus – Also see third page.
· Scouts “a value” commitment. We want the boys to commit to our scouting program, as an activity they value. Over this year we are trying to form solid leadership with defined roles within the troop. 

· Priorities: make this a boy lead troop, by developing the boy’s leadership and planning skills to successfully run the activities.

· Parent guidance will be critical to help develop and coach the boys along the way.
d. Merit Badge Coordinator – Paul DeJute has graciously agreed to coordinate all merit badge functions for the troop. This is a new role for the troop and a very important focus area as we move forward with our vision. He will be responsible for:

1. Updating and maintaining the MB Councilor list.

2. Working with Councilors to establish time lines and required meeting space needed for each merit badge.

3. Coordinating and implementing the MBs the boys indicated the troop should sponsor. 
4. Working with scouts on MB not sponsored by the troop.  
5. Any other merit badge related topics.

e. Consolidating Patrols and Adult Advisors – With elections at the end of this month we will be consolidating patrols so there are about 6 to 10 boys per patrol. We have agreement from parents to be adult advisors for those new patrols. More specifics to come.

f. Treasurer’s Report.  A special thanks to Dave Schuh for tasking on this responsibility. Detailed handouts given were distributed at the meeting.  
g. Ad Altare Dei - is the Roman Catholic religious emblems program for Scouts. There will be an introductory meeting Monday evening October 23 at 6:30 p.m. at Holy Name.  If your son is interested in this program please e-mail your interest to michael.wagener@roche.com  

h. Calendar of up coming events. Some dates are only place markers on the calendar to indicate when the event is likely to occur based on last year’s timing. 
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10/01/06 Hike - St. Paul 3 Mile Hike

Paul DeJute  952-404-1144

Kim Freeberg  651-204-6923

10/01/06 New Parent Orientation

Richelsen  763-478-6565

Jagerson  763-476-4772

10/01/06 Recruiting Party

Raj Rajasekar  763-258-1074

Jimmy Renier  763-475-4046

Schulz  763-473-3697

10/02/06 MB Reading               Troop Meeting

Tim Welshons  763-476-1113

10/06/06-10/08/06 Camping - North Shore

Randy Ojeda  763-577-0626

Tom Bennis  763-476-1362

Jagerson  763-476-4772

McGuire 763-479-2234

10/09/06 Court of Honor

McBride  763-478-8541

10/16/2006 PLC & Parent Meeting

10/23/06 MB Pets and Reading        Troop Meeting

Bill Hittler  763-476-4702

Tom Bennis  763-476-1362

Kyle Brua  763-478-3593

10/28-29/06 University of Scouting

10/30/06 Game Night               Troop Meeting

Cawood  952-930-0974

Paulson  763-475-9376

11/01/06 Wreath Sales

Remde  763-478-8083

11/04/06 Junior Leader Training @ HNOJ   8 am

11/04-05/06 Deer Opener

11/06/06 MB Climbing              Troop Meeting

Rod Jordan  763-449-6906

Richelsen  763-478-6565

11/10-12/06 Camping - Rum River

Craig Sanderson 763-551-4881

Tom Bennis  763-476-1362

Robb Herje  763-473-7929

11/13/06 Troop Night Out         Troop Meeting

Gunderson  763-479-1637

Schroeder  763-473-1565

11/19/06 Camping - Bob's Sleep Out at HNOJ

Andy Labowitch  763-476-1994

11/20/06 PLC & Parent Meeting

11/23/06 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

11/27/06 MB ?                         Troop Meeting

Dennis Kerber  763-478-2449

Randy Ojeda  763-577-0626

Troop 537  Positions, Events, Leaders and Helpers - Oct/Nov


3. Additional Scouting events from the Scout Office. If interested in leading the event on behalf of the troop or individually. See council website or Bill Richmond for more information:

a. Free Tents for both the new scouts and the scout recruit

b. Zuhrah Shrine Circus Oct 20-22

c. Gathering of the Eagles Alumni Dinner Oct 26 

d. OA fellowship Nov 10-11th

e. Reptile introduction 10-12 reptiles displayed visit dakotawildanimals@frontiernet.net
f. World Famous “Lipizzaner Stallions Feb 24th
g. Harlem Globetrotters scout night. Saturday April 14th
4. Camping opportunities

a. November rum river campout Nov. 10 to 12 

b. North Wind Adventures (7th grade and up) - weekend of Jan 24th – Training in winter camping skills (gear provided)

c. Baker Park near winter experience weekend of Feb 24

5. Other Business -      

a. Wreath orders are due October 30, Wreath pick up will be November 18 at the Remde’s home and wreath money is due December 4.  
b. Mrs. Ojeda and Mrs. Inhofer will be asking for Scout’s to help at the Holy Name wreath sale.  Boys that volunteer for these shifts will earn a portion of the money that is made from the sales.  Remember – by selling wreaths you earn money for your escrow account which you can use to pay for camping, etc.
c.  On December 12 from 6-7:30 pm we will be volunteering at Feed My Starving Children.  This is a fabulous opportunity to help others and to earn service hours.  Note – this is a Tuesday.
d. On December 18 at 7:00 pm at Holy Name we will be having our annual holiday party and service project.  This year our project will be to make “comfort bags” for children and their families on the oncology floor at Minneapolis Children’s Hospital.  Items to be included in our bags will  be Kleenex, Chapstick, bottled water, playing cards, game cards (Old Maid, etc), hand lotion, hard candy, granola bars, etc.  More information will follow but if you see a good sale on any of these items, pick them up
6. Conclusion.  Next parent meeting is at 7:00 Nov. 20th, 2006. at HNOJ. Troop 537 

Basic Operating Principles

Boy Scout Mission Statement (our purpose):

To prepare young men to make ethical choices over their lifetimes, by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Scout Law.

· 4 Strategies is build:
· Leadership

· Relationship

· Citizenship
· Personal Fitness (physical, emotional, spiritual)
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Everything centers around the boys
· The decision tree should always include these questions:
· How will this impact the boys?

· How will this accomplish our mission?







